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Introduction

The Jodcast is a twice-monthly podcast from
Jodrell Bank Observatory
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Podcasting as Public Outreach

« A podcast is a piece of audio/video or other
content “broadcast” over the internet

“At last, something intelligent to use my iPod for!”
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Podcasting as Public Outreach

« A podcast is a piece of audio/video or other
content “broadcast” over the internet

* [Internet users can subscribe to the content,
downloading new content as it becomes availabl

 Audience Is world-wide: all internet users

* Becoming a routine form of media delivery for all
broadcasters

“At last, something intelligent to use my iPod for!”
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Jodcast Personnel

Nicholas Rattenbury PDRA (JBCA)
Stuart Lowe PDRA (JBCA)
David Ault MSc (JBO)
Tim O’Brien Senior Lecturer (JBCA)
lan Morison Gresham Prof. Astronomy
Megan Argo PDRA (Perth)
Roy Smits PDRA (JBCA)
Colin Stuart Science Made Fun
Emily Fair Science Made Fun

“Just wanted to say thanks for a GREAT PodCast. They're @st@ng, infor-
mative, pitched at exactly the right level, well-produced above all, fun!”
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The Jodcast: astronomy podcast

« The Jodcast was produced as an extension of th
existing “Ask-An-Astronomer” talks at JBO...

* ...with the aim of speaking to larger audiences

« Aimed at general public, especially 15 — 20 year
olds.

“All content is presented in a good natured manner and in a teyaverage person
can understand. Do yourself a favour and subscribe to thdcpst, it's a keeper”
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and related sciences,

“Fascinating stuff. This is a great listen - always fresh dnd but tackling the BIG questions of our universe.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008 16p.



The Jodcast - AiIms

« To inspire and inform people about astronomy
and related sciences,

» To excite young people with the latest results of
astronomy research,

“Fascinating stuff. This is a great listen - always fresh dnd but tackling the BIG questions of our universe.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008 16p.



The Jodcast - AiIms

« To inspire and inform people about astronomy
and related sciences,

» To excite young people with the latest results of
astronomy research,

» To break down the stereotypes of science and
scientists as being incomprehensible and
unapproachable,

“Fascinating stuff. This is a great listen - always fresh dnd but tackling the BIG questions of our universe.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008 16p.



The Jodcast - AiIms

« To inspire and inform people about astronomy
and related sciences,

» To excite young people with the latest results of
astronomy research,

» To break down the stereotypes of science and
scientists as being incomprehensible and
unapproachable,

» To become a regular source of astronomy
Information,

“Fascinating stuff. This is a great listen - always fresh dnd but tackling the BIG questions of our universe.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008 16p.
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« To inspire and inform people about astronomy
and related sciences,

» To excite young people with the latest results of
astronomy research,

» To break down the stereotypes of science and
scientists as being incomprehensible and
unapproachable,

» To become a regular source of astronomy
Information,

» To motivate students to study science.

“Fascinating stuff. This is a great listen - always fresh dnd but tackling the BIG questions of our universe.”
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The Jodcast: Audio podcast

* News: Latest developments in the field

“World class broadcasting at its best. Superb. Informatarel entertaining. Please
keep it coming because this sort of quality is rare indeed”
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The Jodcast: Audio podcast

News: Latest developments in the field

Night Sky: What can be seen in the night sky
each month

“Ask-An-Astronomer”; Listeners send in
guestions via web

Special shows:Audio tour of the Lovell
Telescope, IAU General Assembly (Pluto not a
planet), STFC statement to RAS re £80 million
shortfall, etc.

Interviews: Faculty and visitors

“World class broadcasting at its best. Superb. Informatarel entertaining. Please
keep it coming because this sort of quality is rare indeed”
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The Jodcast: Audio podcast

* Interviews: Emphasis is on in-depth interviews,
allowing interviewee to tell their own story.

“...many thanks to you and the team for making it one of thefedcasts | anticipate
with relish (probably second only to the BBC'’s weekly 'In Qune’ series).”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 20 16p.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

* Interviews: Emphasis is on in-depth interviews,
allowing interviewee to tell their own story.

» Essentiallyconversational scienceexplanations
as given to friends and family.

“...many thanks to you and the team for making it one of thefedcasts | anticipate
with relish (probably second only to the BBC’s weekly 'In Qune’ series).”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 20 16p.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

* Interviews: Emphasis is on in-depth interviews,
allowing interviewee to tell their own story.

» Essentiallyconversational scienceexplanations
as given to friends and family.

 Informal — almost everyone hates talking to
media — but are quite happy to talk to peers
Informally about the basics (and beyond) of their
science. Never scripted, always edited.

“...many thanks to you and the team for making it one of thefedcasts | anticipate
with relish (probably second only to the BBC’s weekly 'In Qune’ series).”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 20 16p.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

* Interviews: Emphasis is on in-depth interviews,
allowing interviewee to tell their own story.

» Essentiallyconversational scienceexplanations
as given to friends and family.

 Informal — almost everyone hates talking to
media — but are quite happy to talk to peers
Informally about the basics (and beyond) of their
science. Never scripted, always edited.

» Access and responsé&iVe routinely read out
listener feedback and act on suggestions, where
possible. Website quality is paramount.

“...many thanks to you and the team for making it one of thedetcasts | anticipate
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The Jodcast: Audio podcast

Segment  Duration (mins)

NEWES 10
AaA 5-20
Interviews 15—-60+
Night Sky 10-15

“Funny & informative. Astronomy without dumbing-down. g$tirate stuff - Full of
tasty facts.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 200816p.



Jodcast Evolution - |

« We started with zero budget...

“What a privilege to be able to listen to long, in-depth inteaws with leading as-
tronomers, instead of the constant interruptions and sobites we get from BBC
radio programmes”
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Jodcast Evolution - |

« We started with zero budget...
« ...and less-than-professional equipment

 After 12 months, applied for and got funding
from STFC and the 1oP to continue.

* Bought professional-grade solid-state audio
recorders and microphones.

“What a privilege to be able to listen to long, in-depth inteaws with leading as-
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radio programmes”
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* From a single show per month, The Jodcast
began to produce two episodes per month,
following audience requests

 Original intention was to spread a single months’
show over two episodes

* Found it was possible to produce two 40 — 60
minute shows per month

» Currently at the practical limit of what we can
produce and still do research

“It's great to hear people who are enthusiastic about thaibgect but not so far re-
moved that they are impossible to understand.”’

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008LAH.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

« The Jodcast has a regular (download) audience
> 2500.

“...the only thing | can complain about is that it's only tvei@ month.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 200246.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

« The Jodcast has a regular (download) audience
> 2500.

» Survey results show that our audience is largely
male, aged 20 - 70 yrs.

“...the only thing | can complain about is that it's only tvei@ month.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 200246.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

« The Jodcast has a regular (download) audience
> 2500.

» Survey results show that our audience is largely
male, aged 20 - 70 yrs.

* Most listeners are in the UK, roughly equal
numbers in Canada and Australia, and roughly

equal numbers between the USA and all other
locations.

“...the only thing | can complain about is that it's only tvei@ month.”

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 200246.



The Jodcast: Audio podcast

« The Jodcast has a regular (download) audience
> 2500.

» Survey results show that our audience is largely
male, aged 20 - 70 yrs.

* Most listeners are in the UK, roughly equal
numbers in Canada and Australia, and roughly
equal numbers between the USA and all other

ocations.

» Feedback so far has been 100% positive, or at
east constructive.

“...the only thing | can complain about is that it's only tvei@ month.”
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» Applied again for additional funding to continue
to produce the Jodcast, this time extending into
video podcasting

« Bought HDV camcorder, producing video conten
now

* In contrast to the audio channel, the video
podcast will comprise short (< 5 minute) videos.

« Content will necessarily be at a more basic level.
« An attempt to hit a larger target audience

“It deals with science advanced enough to satisfy even thst ipmfessional as-
tronomer while making the impossible understandable toamgteur, without being

patronising!”
N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2008BA46.
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» Audio podcasting Is an effective means of public
outreach of astronomy.

» Our audience appreciates the extended in-depth
Interviews.

» An order of magnitude greater effort is required
for video editing over audio editing.

» Will video podcasting attract our target audience
of 16 — 20 yos? And will video podcasting impart
Information?

» Public outreach is a dangerous game for
researchers.

“It's allll good baby. Great news, fantastic interviews amsdperb hosts, love this

podcast, even better now they do it twice a month”’
N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 2003146.



Heartwarming

Hi all, Thanks for such a brilliant podcast,
always very interesting and entertaining, so
much so, and | am not academic at all, your
show has prompted me to start studying with
the open university even though | work full
time. Your pod cast has given me a thirst to
know more about how everything “out there”
works, so, many thanks to you all.

N. Rattenbury, The Jodcast, astronomy 23 September 20Q5AH.
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www.jodcast.net

23 September
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